OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING HELD BY THE MANASSAS PARK GOVERNING BODY ON TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2003 AT 8:00 PM AT CITY HALL, ONE PARK CENTER COURT MANASSAS PARK, VIRGINIA

1.  Roll Call:


William J. Treuting, Jr., Mayor  





Kevin P. Brendel, Vice Mayor 





William R. Wren





I. Allen Correll





Michael R. Bunner

Absent:

 

Noreen C. Slater*





Vonna L. Privett *

Also Present:


Lana A. Conner, City Clerk





David Reynal, City Manager





Mercury T. Payton, Deputy City Manager 





Eric Edmonson, Director of Fiscal Services 

*Councilmember Slater and Privett were absent due to illness.

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing at 8:00 PM: 

PUBLIC HEARING ADOPTION OF FY04 FISCAL PLAN: Published April 8, 2002:  

A public hearing will be held on Tuesday, April 8, 2003 at 8:00 pm in the City Council Chambers One Park Center Court, Manassas Park, Virginia.  The purpose of this public hearing is to hear public testimony on the proposed FY04 Fiscal Plan.  The FY04 Fiscal Plan for the City of Manassas Park proposes to reduce the current real property tax rate from $1.37 to $1.33, retain machinery & tool tax rate of $3.50 and retain current personal property tax rate of $3.50.

The following is a brief synopsis of the FY04 Plan:




Adopted
         



Proposed



FY03
              



FY04



Fiscal Plan



Fiscal Plan      

General Fund

$22,045,689



$25,394,116

School Fund

$19,134,427



$21,444,439

Enterprise Fund          
$  4,809,666



$  5,118,664

Capital Projects Fund      
$  4,863,200



$  4,836,264

Debt Service Fund     
$  2,394,568



$  2,546,980 
     

School Building Fund
$                -



$  5,835,989     

PRTC Trust Fund
        
$     529,455



$     479,332

Bull Run ASAP
    
$     821,170



$     887,600




$54,598,175



$66,533,384

Copies of the complete proposed FY04 Fiscal Plan are available at the City Clerk’s Office, City Hall, One Park Center Court, Manassas Park, Virginia between the hours of 8:30 am – 5:00 pm Monday through Friday.

Mr. Edmonson had given a brief presentation on the budget and how it affects fiscal years earlier tonight. 

Citizens wishing to address Public Hearing:  There were no citizens wishing to address Public Hearing.

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING: 

MOTION:  Councilmember Brendel moved to close Public Hearing at 8:05 PM. 

SECOND:  Councilmember Wren 
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VOTE:  Unanimously passed 

Approved May 6, 2003

_________________________________ 

William J. Treuting, Jr.  Mayor

_________________________________ 

Lana A. Conner, City Clerk 

OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING HELD BY THE MANASSAS PARK GOVERNING BODY ON TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2003 AT 8:07 PM AT CITY HALL, ONE PARK CENTER COURT MANASSAS PARK, VIRGINIA

1.  Roll Call:


William J. Treuting, Jr., Mayor  





Kevin P. Brendel, Vice Mayor 





William R. Wren





I. Allen Correll





Michael R. Bunner

Absent:

 

Noreen C. Slater*





Vonna L. Privett *

Also Present:


Lana A. Conner, City Clerk





David Reynal, City Manager





Mercury T. Payton, Deputy City Manager 





Eric Edmonson, Director of Fiscal Services 

*Councilmember Slater and Privett were absent due to illness.

Public Hearing: FY04 Fiscal Plan: Notice of Proposed Real Property Tax Increase: Published April 8, 2003:

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing at 8:07 PM.

1. Assessment Increase:  Total assessed value of real property, excluding additional assessments due to new construction or improvements to property is above last year’s total assessed value of real property by 18.6%.

There were no citizens wishing to address this issue.  

MOTION:  Councilmember Wren moved to close Public Hearing at 8:10 PM.

SECOND:  Councilmember Brendel 

VOTE:  Unanimously passed 

2. Decreased Rate Necessary to Offset Increased Assessment:  The tax rate which would levy the same amount of real estate tax as last year, when multiplied by the new total assessed value of real estate with the exclusions mentioned above, would be $1.155 per $100 of assessed value.  This will be known as the “decreased tax rate”. 

There were no citizens wishing to address this issue.  

MOTION:  Councilmember Wren moved to close Public Hearing at 8:12 PM.

SECOND:  Councilmember Correll  

VOTE:  Unanimously passed 

3. Effective Rate Decrease:  The City of Manassas Park proposed to adopt a tax rate of $1.33 per $100 of assessed value.  The difference between the decreased tax rate and the proposed rate would be $0.175 per $100 or 15.1%.  This difference will be known as the “effective tax rate increase”.

There were no citizens wishing to address this issue.  

MOTION:  Councilmember Wren moved to close Public Hearing at 8:15 PM.

SECOND:  Councilmember Brendel 

VOTE:  Unanimously passed 
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4. Proposed Total Budget Decrease: Based on the proposed real property tax rate and changes in other revenues, the total budget of the City of Manassas Park will increase over last year’s by 21.8%.

The Mayor asked if any citizen wished to address the Public Hearing.

1. Jesse Ludvigsen, 9255 Matthew Drive:

He appreciates all the hard work Governing Body has put into this budget.  He does not like the $1.33 tax rate he does not see where the Governing Body could do a whole lot better.  He wanted to address the increase in cigarette tax and the revenues that resulted from that at a 60% rate.  There was article in Washington Times six weeks ago talking about increases and the fact depending on how much you increase them they fail to produce the revenue that is expected from them.  People find other sources or give up smoking.  That is a concern he has on drastic increase in revenues city is counting on when studies show they may not produce the revenues Governing Body would like to get.    

What is the city going to do in future years?  We are increasing the tax burden on residential users substantially.  We are still failing to bring in a lot of commercial business.  The balanced budget transferred $1.7 million out of reserve funds.   The school system will want another $8/10 million dollars for school renovations.   We have a public safety building that has to be remodeled for about $1 to 2 million dollars.  As we go forward how are we going to continue to pay the bills and keep the tax rate affordable to the residents?

The Mayor stated there was an article in the paper from Commissioner of the Revenue in Manassas stating that you would not be seeing 100% of what the full amount is and the Mayor stated the city projections do not show a one to one increase.   The Mayor stated the city has set aside $125,000 to begin the police station project including architectural engineering services from dedicated cigarette tax revenue increase and cell phone tax.    He stated Mr. Ludvigsen brought up something that is quite serious.  There were many things that needed to be done and city had to dip into the general fund.  The budget cycle for next year will start in June to start taking a hard look at the budget and projected revenues.   

Councilmember Brendel stated the Governing Body considered the transfer of reserves carefully as part of budget deliberations and talked about a way to propose a repayment plan throughout fiscal year.  He is proposing a resolution to propose a plan to repay the general fund reserves with any additional revenues come in.   We are going to curb our spending.  

MOTION:  Councilmember Wren moved to close Public Hearing at 8:17 PM.

SECOND:  Councilmember Brendel 

VOTE:  Unanimously passed 

There will be an ordinance change on cigarette tax that will be held as a Public Hearing on April 21, 2003.

Councilmember Brendel stated we should schedule a meeting with School Board to start to address the issues very early own so we will be on the same page when we look at budget for next year.   This issue will be placed on May SBCCL meeting.  

Councilmember Correll stated there were several items that were expensed that in a normal business environment would have been capitalized and depreciated over time such as cars, etc where it really represents a capital investment.  It tends to overstate the expenses in current fiscal year. 

Councilmember Brendel stated his comments center around the difficulty of the budget process and we spent a lot of hours and meetings going through.  Governing Body identified a lot of areas they wanted to spend time with that the budget cycle did not allow for.  These items will be taken up and prioritized in order of which will gain the most benefit within the budget.  He thanked the Director of Fiscal Services and City Manager for all their work on the budget.  
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CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING: 

MOTION:  Councilmember Brendel moved to close Public Hearing 

SECOND:  Councilmember Wren 

VOTE:  Unanimously passed 

Approved May 6, 2003

_________________________________ 

William J. Treuting, Jr.  Mayor

_________________________________ 

Lana A. Conner, City Clerk 

OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD BY THE MANASSAS PARK GOVERNING BODY ON TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2003 AT 7:00 PM AT CITY HALL, ONE PARK CENTER COURT MANASSAS PARK, VIRGINIA

1.  Roll Call:


William J. Treuting, Jr., Mayor  





Kevin P. Brendel, Vice Mayor 





William R. Wren





I. Allen Correll





Michael R. Bunner

Absent:

 

Noreen C. Slater*





Vonna L. Privett *

Also Present:


Lana A. Conner, City Clerk





David Reynal, City Manager





Mercury T. Payton, Deputy City Manager 





Dean Crowhurst, City Attorney 





Eric Edmonson, Director of Fiscal Services 

*Councilmember Slater and Privett were both absent due to illness. 

Virginia Railway Express and City of Manassas Park Agreement:

This agreement is between and among the Potomac and Rappahannock Transportation Commission and Northern Virginia Transportation Commission together known as the Virginia Railway Express (collectively, the “Commissions” or the VRE) and the City of Manassas Park, Virginia 

The City Attorney stated this agreement has been negotiated between City and VRE.  It is essentially the same agreement the Governing Body approved a few weeks ago with minor changes to make it clearer.  Changes were made that Governing Body felt would benefit the City.  The two Commissions that make up VRE approved the agreement in the form presented tonight at their meeting last Thursday.  If approved tonight, it will become effective tomorrow.     

The City Attorney highlighted the elements of the agreement.  This agreement moves up the schedule for expanding the existing platform at the VRE station north by approximately 300 feet.  That will become an extended platform that is covered.  In the interim period a temporary platform will go up there and will be taken down in stages as the permanent platform is constructed.  It will be constructed in approximately two years at the latest but hopefully a lot sooner than that.  Also the city will be getting contributions for sidewalk improvements from Andrew Drive down to VRE station.  That will come in one or two forms One is the VRE will use state grant monies to provide a certain amount toward the construction of those sidewalks.  If they cannot that money they will provide half of the cost of constructing the sidewalks up to $100,000, which will be given to the city.   There are other less media issue that deal with looking into possibly building a another platform across the railroad tracks cooperating between Potomac and Rappahannock Transportation Commission one of the constitutes members of VRE and cooperation between Potomac and Rappahannock Transportation Commission and the City for improvements to the at grade railroad crossing and also looking at the possibility of extending the canopy on the southern part of the existing platform.  Those are all items the two sides have agreed to and look into the feasibility of.      The main issues of improvements the city will see right away would be platform improvements extension and the sidewalks.  In return the city has agreed to cover and not enforce the resident only parking within the city parking lot and those signs will remain until all the improvements are completed.  They will be covered and city will not enforce the restrictions.  The signs will be removed once all the improvements are completed.   If this document is approved tonight VRE will withdraw their lawsuit. 

Page Two

Special Meeting

April 8, 2003

Councilmember Brendel stated and City Attorney agreed that there are provisions if Potomac and Rappahannock Transportation Commission cannot get the money to make improvements to sidewalks or to build the platform this agreement goes away in the City discretion.  It would be status quo, as it exists today.  There is a two-year period for this.

Councilmember Correll asked why we couldn’t have a public hearing on this.  This agreement has been drafted to take effect tomorrow and that would be the main reason for not having a public hearing.  It would only delay it.  Councilmember Correll stated he does not think the citizens are aware of this and he thought they should be informed.  

The Mayor stated for months the city has been in ongoing negotiations on this issue and when the lawsuit was filed, we have been telling everyone and it has been repeated over and over in the press that the city intended to negotiate with VRE as well as be prepared to defend itself in court type thing.  He does not see this as something out of the blue.  Councilmember Correll stated the city had not formally stated they were going to enter into an agreement as outlined here tonight.   The Mayor stated we had said repeatedly we would continue to negotiate to reach a settlement with VRE as well as prepare to defend ourselves in court.

Councilmember Brendel stated we approved a document that we sent over as city proposal that was substantially similar to this.  We do have a document that has been on record for a number of weeks.  City Attorney stated this was advertised and available to the public if they chose to view it.  

MOTION:  Councilmember Brendel moved to approve the Agreement as presented and approved by the two Commissions.  

SECOND:  Councilmember Bunner

Councilmember Brendel stated he had received one e-mail from Mr. Toner asking the City not to approve this agreement but instead sell the spaces to VRE at about $15,000 a piece.  Councilmember Correll stated he had received the same e-mail.

Councilmember Wren stated he would abstain because of his position on Potomac and Rappahannock Transportation Commission.  

Councilmember Bunner asked about the payments they make to the city that city has not received.  City Attorney stated that has been taken off the table and not part of this agreement.  They will continue to make the payments per the 1999 MOU.   

Councilmember Correll stated he has mixed feelings about this still.  We have gotten a lot of concessions here but it is a very frustrating situation to be in.  He will abstain also.

Councilmember Brendel stated it has been a long and difficult road and as elected officials of the city it is incumbent upon us to make sure that we are doing the absolute best that we can by our citizens.  This agreement makes improvements to a local facility that our citizens use.  It makes improvements that are a benefit to the region, as a whole that anyone riding the VRE trains would make use of.  It has been a nice perk for citizens to have reserved parking spaces and the spaces existed at the main entrance up to the platform but with the expansion of the parking lot that occurred and provided for in this agreement the expansion of the platform itself in covering it will create parking spaces in the entire facility that become more of a premium.  He thinks the residents will benefit as well.

The Mayor stated years ago when the city went forward with annexation agreement and got a VRE station in the city.  That station started out as 300 parking spaces.  In 1998 VRE was trying to increase ridership so they approached the city about not charging for daily parking and go to different system.  He believes that system helped everyone as far as increased rider ship to the point of the city spaces being full and overflowing on access road.  There were additional measures done on short-term solutions because of the growth in the area.   
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Because of the growth, VRE asked and the City sold them a piece of land to build another 300 parking lot.  There were two parking lots.   The original lot belonged to the City and the second lot belonged to VRE.   Legal agreements were completed to allow them access through city access road.  VRE funded the construction of their lot with federal funds.  As we moved along in the future into more current times those 600 parking spaces were determined by FTA as being one lot although they were legally owned by two different entities.  That put VRE in a precarious position as having to refund to the federal government almost two million dollars in federal funds and put them in position of potentially losing almost $30 million dollars federal funds for regional transportation projects. 

The City has been negotiating with VRE to try to come up with some type of settlement.  This was an administrative action by FTA not a court action.   VRE had to remedy the situation or lose the money.  This forced VRE to sue the city to take down the restricted parking.    This agreement basically states the city loses it reserved parking spaces but gain 300 feet of additional covered platform, which means the area in front of the platform, will be expanded so it will be closer for people on the north end of the lot to get on the platform.  VRE will help with funding to put in sidewalks from Andrew to VRE.   The City will get about a million dollars in improvements as part of removing restricted parking spaces.  He agrees with Councilmember Correll and other who have said this is one of the few perks that citizens have left on the other hand we are at the point where we do not have a lot of choice.  We either go to court and fight this and potentially the region loses millions of dollars in transportation funds because we keep our parking spaces or we try to come up with an agreement that in essence city rolls over and help the regional transportation while trying to get as much as we can for our citizens.   He believes this agreement is about as good of a settlement that the city is going to get.   We are giving things up but we are getting a lot in return. 

Councilmember Wren stated on the platform expansion there is going to be a validator on that end so that someone in that extended parking lot could get to the platform as quick as they were as if they parking in reserve parking and they can get validated and get on the train.   That is 300 feet on the north end.

VOTE ROLL CALL:  Yes: Brendel, Bunner, Correll, Treuting, Abstain:  Wren

Approved May 6, 2003

_______________________________ 

William J. Treuting, Jr.  Mayor

_______________________________ 

OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE WORKSESSION HELD BY THE MANASSAS PARK GOVERNING BODY ON TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2003 AT 7:25 PM AT CITY HALL, ONE PARK CENTER COURT MANASSAS PARK, VIRGINIA

1.  Roll Call:


William J. Treuting, Jr., Mayor  





Kevin P. Brendel, Vice Mayor 





William R. Wren





I. Allen Correll





Michael R. Bunner

Absent:

 

Noreen C. Slater*





Vonna L. Privett *

Also Present:


Lana A. Conner, City Clerk





David Reynal, City Manager





Mercury T. Payton, Deputy City Manager 





Eric Edmonson, Director of Fiscal Services 

*Councilmember Slater and Privett were absent due to illness.

Finance Committee Worksession:

FY04 Budget Action Items Discussion: The City Manager stated there are issues that Governing Body must address.  

The Director of Fiscal Services will make a power point presentation to help public understand the financial impact of the fiscal year and budget year issues.   Tax year (Sec. 22-1 and 22-16)) is calendar year from January 1 – December 31 of the calendar year.  There are two dates important for tax collections June 5th and December 5th.  A fiscal year (Sec 15.2-2500) runs from July 1 – June 30.   When dealing with tax collections, you run into two fiscal years FY03 (December 5) and FY04 (June 5).    Tax collection in December 2002 affects tax year 2003.   Changes in assessment and tax rate affect the revenue collection in two fiscal years.   The Director of Fiscal Services gave a chart showing revenues collected at $1.37 tax rate and revenues collected at $1.33.  Total decrease revenue was in amount of over half million dollars.   This does not take into account any supplemental or new construction. 

Councilmember Brendel asked if the fiscal are defined by state code and calendar defined by city code for purposes of budgets is there a down size to city changing the tax year to coincide with fiscal year.  Staff will find out if the City can do that.  There may be flexibility in due date but not sure about tax year. 

2. Financial Report:

a.  Monthly Financial Reports: Blue Bars: Mr. Edmonson stated one of his priorities is going through and examining all the revenue accounts in some details.  We are spending a lot of time on the budget but he needs to get a better handle on collections and classifications of revenues.  He would like a better working knowledge of where things are going and why.   There are process changes that he needs to implement so there is a better understanding of all the staff involved in the financial process about how things work and their ultimate affect.    Employees are conscientiously concerned that revenues collected are going to the right account and that is not happening in some cases.  The trends are murky because we are not sure where they are being booked.    

Cell phone tax:  There is now $26,000 in this account.   There were problems with Bright System in the past and complaints.  Bright sent a representative up here fixing some problems.   Because of some issues with the system, the cell phone tax was getting booked as miscellaneous revenues so the funds could be deposited in the bank.  The classification problem has been resolved so the miscellaneous revenue will have to be identified and reclassified.    Mr. Edmonson stated in the process of doing other things he has come across some revenues classified as expenditure reductions.   The City Manager stated that the blue bars that you see do not truly reflect the true revenues or expenditures.  They have been written off against each other.   The difficulties city had with software was both human error and difficulty in using the software.  
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As far as Bright, there has been a serious clash in personnel and Bright representatives as far as personalities.   They have assigned a new person to city account.   Some of the history is going away as well as some of the mechanical fixes.   Software still does not work for bar coding of the utility bill.  Bright took back one of the scanners to try and ascertain what the issues were.   Issues don’t get resolved in timely fashion and personnel get frustrated and put the money in miscellaneous.  

As of the first of April, they implemented the purchase order system.  On the expense side you will see a column entitled encumbrances next month.   This will avoid the problem of getting to end of fiscal year and not knowing what has been spent and what has been purchased but not paid for.  There will not be surprises.   Purchase orders will be printed out of the system.   This will help the department heads monitor their own budgets closely.    Mr. Edmonson will hand out mid month expenditure reports for department heads from now to end of fiscal year. 

b.  Investments:

Alliance Bank



$4,545,798

2.17%

Alliance Bank



$3,000,000

3.25%

Morgan Keegan



$4,499,480

4.1% - 4.7%

LGIP




$1,192,136

1.29%

Total



           $13,237,414

PPTRA Reimbursement $74,858.56

The Mayor asked if some of the funds could be transferred to accounts with larger interest rates or renegotiates the rates.  Councilmember Correll asked if a maturity date could be put on this document as well as date executed.   

c. Cash Balances  

General Fund $7,459,398

Water & Sewer $9,267,524

Standard & Poors continued the City’s A  bond rating.

d. Potomac and Rappahannock Transportation Commission Two Percent Motor Fuels Tax Fund: 

Fund Balance  $596,317.75 (before unexpended adopted Resolution plus year to date revenue less expenditures).  Projected unencumbered balance $359,825.78.   Revenues have dropped across the taxing district.  The Commission believes there may be some hold backs of funds that will be caught up next month. 

e. Accounts Payable                   










Cargill Salt



$5,525.12

Public Works salt

Southern Police Equipment

$5,984.75

police/gas mask, 24-hr filters

Southern Police Equipment

$5,984.75

fire/gas mask, 24-hr filter

PWTRA



$5,500.00

CPMT

Owens & Dove



$8,640.00

Public Works/snow removal

Child Time Children’s Center

$6,708.80

Social Services/daycare

The City Manager stated there was discussion about assistance from FEMA on the last snow removal cost.   Mr. Payton stated he contacted the state office and they stated they plan on sending a letter to their representatives letting them know that Manassas Park should be included as a Category B for snow removal fund for February 15, 16 and 17 snow.  They wanted to know how many days the school system was closed because of snow.   They were closed three days.     It will be based on how much snow was moved during 48 hour time period.   They should give us an answer this week.
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3. City Manager Report: 

The City Manager has no further information on repairing the retaining wall.  They must look at this issue closely to make sure whatever is put up is structurally sound for a retaining wall.

Postal Service Zip Code Appeal:  City received a letter regarding this issue.  The Mayor stated that he would report on the zip code issue at future meeting and what the city’s next step will be.  

Traffic Control:  add walk indicators at Manassas Drive and Andrew Drive

The Governing Body went back into Finance Committee Worksession. 

Councilmember Brendel presented a Resolution for Governing Body consideration to be placed on agenda for April 21 meeting.  He will make sure Councilmember Privett and Slater get a copy. 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Manassas Park has completed an extensive review of the City’s Budget for the fiscal year that begins on July 1, 2003; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body unanimously approved a FY2004 Budget for consideration during the scheduled public hearing on April 8, 2003, at which time public comments on the Advertised Budget were solicited;

WHEREAS, the Governing Body was able to fully fund the needs of the Manassas Park School System, as adopted by the Manassas Park School Board on March 19, 2003, in the amount of $9,131,956; and

WHEREAS, citizens have been faced with continued increases in the assessments of their homes and would have faced an average increase in real estate taxes of 18.6% from the City; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body was able to reduce the rate for real estate taxes in 2003 from $1.37 to $1.33 per $100 of assessed value, a reduction of $0.04 in the tax rate, in order to provide relief (at some of) projected increase in real estate taxes; and

WHEREAS, the Advertised Budget uses $1.79 million of reserve funds from the Fund Balance of the City’s General Fund, reducing the projected Fund Balance to $3.71 million on June 30, 2004; and

WHEREAS, given the uncertain state of the national and regional economy, the lack of additional funding from the State, continuing demand for increased local services, and local conditions, the Governing Body remains concerned about the long-term financial strength of the City, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the City of Manassas Park that:

a.
 The Governing Body will continue to regularly monitor the financial condition of the City, throughout the upcoming fiscal year; and

b.
Additional revenues that are received by the City during FY2004, in excess of those that are ultimately approved in the Budget, will be used to reduce the use of Fund Balance during the fiscal year and will not be available for distribution or appropriation, except in case of emergency, as determined by the Governing Body.


The Mayor would like Paragraph 5 to read:  WHEREAS, the Governing Body was able to reduce the rate for real estate taxes in 2003 from $1.37 to $1.33 per $100 of assessed value, a reduction of $0.04 in the tax rate, in order to provide relief (at some of) projected increase in real estate taxes; and

Item 1 B FY04 Budget: 

ASAP Budget and Pay Plan:  They submitted their budget for consideration and should be incorporated into city FY04 budget.  They have requested their personnel be incorporated into the City’s pay plan.   The City Manager will bring back financial forecast for next five years at the Worksession in July.  They will review the city acting as fiscal agent for ASAP at June Worksession as well as other outside agencies.   Review of staffing for social services will be on June Worksession.  
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Workload Measures for Constitutional Officers has been assigned to deputy City Manager.  Regional Services review of funding formula has been assigned to finance.  City will look at the issue of outsourcing. 

Councilmember Brendel asked if there is a way to sync the city budget and school board budget calendar.   The issue of school funding is on the next SBCCL meeting in May.

William N. Ward, Executive Director of Independence Empowerment Center, Inc, asked to address Governing Body.    He thanked the Governing Body for their $3,000 contribution to the IEC Program this past fiscal year.  He would like to report back on what they did with their money.  

Supported Staffing for pharmacy Connection Program that saved $6,700 for city residents.

Worked with Youth in Manassas Park on understanding their disability rights.

Provided Hispanic Outreach by translating disability materials into Spanish and participating in area Hispanic Health Fair.

Participated in “Fall Festival” for Greater Community awareness of IEC/IL services

Assisted Manassas Park/Manassas Disability Services Board (DSB) with the Needs Assessment.

Provided direct services of bathroom modifications for wheelchair user, a computer for another, medical transportation, as examples.

One-to-one-peer counseling for thirteen (13) Manassas Park residents

They are requesting funding in the amount of $6,500 in FY04.

Close Meeting at 8:20 PM:

MOTION:  Councilmember Brendel 

SECOND:  Councilmember Wren 

VOTE:   Unanimously passed 

__________________________________ 

William J. Treuting, Jr.  

__________________________________ 

Lana A. Conner, City Clerk 

